
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Education 
Research Organisation 

(AERO) 
Communication needs; 

Supporting students’ 
diverse learners needs 

 

Autism and minimally speaking

Autism Hub  

Social narratives and visual 
scaffolds 

Environmental audit 

 

 
Research 

Conceptualizing and 
describing autistic language: 

Moving on from ‘verbal’, 
minimally verbal ‘and 

‘nonverbal’ 
 
 

 

 

Communication Hub 
Supporting 

communication - Tips 
for communication 

partners.  

Including multimodal 

communication to support 

transitions e.g. from one 

activity/task to the next, for 

moving around the school 

environment, starting and 

finishing the school day etc. 

 

 

Minimally speaking does not 
mean nothing to say. It’s 

important to presume all autistic 
minimally speaking students want 

to and can communicate. It is a 
human need and right. 

Did you know? 

Engaging with a Speech 
Language Pathologist for a 

deeper dive into a student’s 
communication data, as well 

as guidance for strategies and 
communication systems, can 

support success at school. 

Who can help? Have you considered… 

Reframing Autism 
Communication 

development in Autistic 
Children: A primer for 

professionals 

Featured resources 

 
inclusionED 

Structure tasks using work 
systems 

Understanding and 

supporting comprehension 

 
 

https://www.edresearch.edu.au/sites/default/files/2025-02/classroom-management-supporting-students-diverse-needs-communication-needs-aa.pdf
https://www.edresearch.edu.au/sites/default/files/2025-02/classroom-management-supporting-students-diverse-needs-communication-needs-aa.pdf
https://www.edresearch.edu.au/sites/default/files/2025-02/classroom-management-supporting-students-diverse-needs-communication-needs-aa.pdf
https://autismhub.education.qld.gov.au/resources/functional-behaviour-assessment-tool/help/social-narratives
https://autismhub.education.qld.gov.au/resources/functional-behaviour-assessment-tool/help/social-narratives
https://autismhub.education.qld.gov.au/resources/functional-behaviour-assessment-tool/help/environmental-audit
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/13623613251332573
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/13623613251332573
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/13623613251332573
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/13623613251332573
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/13623613251332573
https://communicationhub.com.au/Communication_Hub/Supporting-communication/Tips_for_communication_partners.aspx
https://communicationhub.com.au/Communication_Hub/Supporting-communication/Tips_for_communication_partners.aspx
https://communicationhub.com.au/Communication_Hub/Supporting-communication/Tips_for_communication_partners.aspx
https://communicationhub.com.au/Communication_Hub/Supporting-communication/Tips_for_communication_partners.aspx
https://reframingautism.org.au/communication-development-in-autistic-children-a-primer-for-professionals/
https://reframingautism.org.au/communication-development-in-autistic-children-a-primer-for-professionals/
https://reframingautism.org.au/communication-development-in-autistic-children-a-primer-for-professionals/
https://reframingautism.org.au/communication-development-in-autistic-children-a-primer-for-professionals/
https://www.inclusioned.edu.au/practices/structure-tasks-using-work-systems
https://www.inclusioned.edu.au/practices/structure-tasks-using-work-systems
https://www.inclusioned.edu.au/practices/understanding-and-supporting-comprehension
https://www.inclusioned.edu.au/practices/understanding-and-supporting-comprehension

